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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-17 and 19-39 are presented for examination. 

2. The text of those applicable section of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this 
action can be found in the prior Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

4. Claims 1-4, 6, 7, 12, 15, 23, 24, 29, 30, 32, 33 and 36-38 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Touboul (Touboul), U.S. patent no. 6,125,390. 

As per claim 1 , Touboul teaches a method of restarting a node in a clustered 
computer system [fig. 1], wherein the clustered computer system hosts a group 
including first and second members that reside respectively on first and second nodes 
[fig. 1; col. 6, lines 12-14], the method comprising: 

in response to a clustering failure [error condition] the first node [workstation 10, 
fig. 1], notifying the second member of the group using the first member by issuing a 
request to the group [col. 7, lines 39-46]; and in response to the notification, initiating a 
restart of the first node using the second member [management console] [col. 1 , lines 
48-51; col. 8, lines 10-18, 45-47; col. 9, lines 5-30]. 
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As per claim 2, Touboul teaches the group comprises a cluster control group that 
includes a member on each node [workstation] participating in clustering in the 
clustered computer system and wherein the first and second members are each 
members of the cluster control group [fig. 1; col. 6, lines 12-17]. 

As per claim 3, Touboul teaches of notifying the second member comprises 
issuing a membership change request to the group using the first member [col. 1 , lines 
48-51; col. 8, lines 10-18, 45-47; col. 9, lines 5-30]. 

As per claim 4, Touboul teaches of issuing the membership change request 
includes indicating in association with the membership change request that the 
membership change request is for the purpose of restarting the first node [col. 1, lines 
48-51; col. 8, lines 10-18, 45-47; col. 9, lines 5-30]. 

As per claim 6, Touboul teaches of initiating the restart includes issuing a start 
node request to the group using the second member [col. 1 , lines 48-51 ; col. 8, lines 10- 
18, 45-47; col. 9, lines 5-30]. 

As per claim 7, Touboul teaches of issuing the start node request includes 
indicating in association with the start node request that the start node request is for the 
purpose of restarting the first node [col. 1, lines 48-51; col. 8, lines 10-18, 45-47; col. 9, 
lines 5-30]. 

As per claim 12, Touboul teaches of terminating clustering on the first node after 
notifying the second member of the group using the first member [col. 1 , lines 48-51 ; 
col. 8, lines 10-18, 45-47; col. 9, lines 5-30], 
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As per claim 15 recites the method that is the combination of methods as claims 
1-4 and 6-7, therefore, it is rejected accordingly based on the rejection of claims 1-4 and 
6-7. 

As to claims 23, 24, 29, 30, 32 and 33, Touboul teaches the claimed method of 
steps. Therefore, Touboul teaches the claimed apparatus and system to carry out the 
method of steps. 

As to claims 36-38, Touboul teaches the claimed method of steps. Therefore, 
Touboul teaches the claimed program product to carry out the method of steps. 
5. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Touboul 
(Touboul), U.S. patent no. 6,125,390 in view of Wipfel et al. (Wipfel), US patent no, 
6,151,688. 

Wipfel is a prior art reference cited in prior office action. 

As per claim 13, Touboul does not explicitly teach of selecting the second 
member from a plurality of members in the group to initiate the restart the first node. 
However, Wipfel teaches of selecting the second member [another node 106] from a 
plurality of members [fig. 1] in the group to initiate the restart the first node [col. 12, lines 
21-31]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time the invention 
to combine the teachings of Touboul and Wipfel because the specify teachings of Wipfel 
stated above would improve the overall performance of Touboul system by allowing to 
select a particular member to restart the first node. 
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6. Claims 17, 19-22 and 34-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Wipfel et al. (Wipfel), US patent no, 6,151,688 in view of Nishanov et 

al. (Nishanov), US patent no, 6,662,219. 

As per claim 17, Wipfel discloses an apparatus [fig. 1], comprising: 

a memory accessible by a node in a clustered computer system [fig. 2; col. 8, 

lines 7-16]; and 

a program resident in the memory, the program configured to initiate a restart of 
another node in the clustered computer system in response to a notification from the 
other node of a clustering failure on the other node [col. 11, line 61 -col. 12, line 32], 
wherein the program comprises a member of a group hosted by the clustered computer 
system [figures 1,2]. 

Wipfel does not explicitly disclose that the group including an additional member 
residing on the other node, and wherein the notification comprises a request issued to 
the group by the additional member. 

Nishanov discloses that the group including an additional member residing on the 
other node, and wherein the notification comprises a request issued to the group by the 
additional member [fig. 2; col. 7, lines 8-12]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time the invention 
to combine the teachings of Wipfel and Nishanov because the specify teachings of 
Nishanov stated above would increase the reliability of Wipfel system by allowing the 
other member to send a notification to other nodes. 
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As per claim 19, Nishanov discloses that the group comprises a cluster control 
group that includes a member on each node participating in clustering in the clustered 
computer system [col. 6, lines 52-60]. 

As per claim 20, Wipfel discloses that the program is configured to initiate the 
restart node request to the group [col. 12, lines 8-32]. 

As per claim 21 , Wipfel discloses that the start node request indicates that the 
start node request is for the purpose of restarting the first node [col. 12, lines 8-32]. 

As per claim 22, Wipfel discloses that the program is configured to initiate the 
restart of the other node responsive to a membership change request received from the 
other node [col. 8, lines 52-59; col. 12, lines 8-32]. 

As to claims 34-35, Wipfel and Nishanov together teach the claimed method of 
steps. Therefore, Wipfel and Nishanov together teach the claimed program product to 
carry out the method of steps. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 5, 14, 16 and 25-28 are allowed over the prior art. 

8. Claims 8-1 1 , 31 and 39 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

9. Applicant's arguments filed on 10/21/2004 have been fully considered but are 
moot in view of new ground(s) of rejection. The examiner regrets the delay in the 
citation of the new references. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chun Cao whose telephone number is 571-272-3664. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 am-4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas C. Lee can be reached on 571-272-3667. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Chun Cao 



Jan. 5, 2005 



